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SYRSIOHIN

Coptic Orthodox Patriarchate of Alexandria

ST. JOHN COPTIC ORTHODOX CHURCH
PO. BOX 598
WEST COVINA, CA. 91793
US.A.

Between the New Coptic Year
and
The Feast of the Cross

We are proud of our fathers the martyrs. Are they proud of us? lIs the cross
obvious in our lives? Is there a link between the two feasts?

The church celebrated the Coptic New Year on September 11, 1990 (Tout 1,
1707 for martyrs). Two weeks thereafter it celebrates the feast of the apparition
of the cross on 27th of the month (17 Tout). Between the two feasts the church
prays in joyful humns.

Our Coptic church is foremost among the churches of the world in celebrating
feasts: from Epuphany whereby the Holy Trinity was manifested at the baptism
of Christ, to the Lord's major and minor feasts; Penticoste, the feasts of the
angels, saints and martyrs etc.

The obijective of the church in celebrating these feasts is remembrance,
instruction, reverance and perpetual joy in God, the fellowship of the saints, and
to enjoy the atmosphere of these sacred joyful occasions. In this respect the
church resembles heaven on which it was written "Look upon Zion, the city of
our appointed feasts...Your eyes will see Jerusalem a quiet habitation...they
shall obtain joy and gladness and sorrow shall flee.” (Isaiah 33:20 & 35:10)

Honouring the martyrs:

If we honor our fathers the martyrs, construct churches in their names, light
candles in front of their icons, read their biographies before the liturgies
(Synexarium) and ask their intercession, we do all this because we are
indebted to them for keeping our faith in Christ, our salvation and our eternal life
which is the most precious of what we possess.

Are we truly the children of the martyrs according to the criteria set by Christ?
The Lord Jesus rebuked the Jews when they boasted that they were the
children of Abraham saying: "If you were Abraham's Children you would do
what Abraham did (John 8:39). Paul the apostle confirmed the same meaning
saying that the children of Abraham are not the children of flesh, but the children
" by soul who follow the faith of Abraham (Rom 4:12, 9:7/8). Abraham
condemned one of his children by flesh who perished and cried from hell
begging for mercy and a drop of water, saying: "Son remember that you in your
lifetime received your good things...."(Luke 16:25).

Balaam the prophet who perished expressed his wish saying "Let me die the
death of the righteous and let my end be like theirs" (Num.23:10). But this
miserable person lost his eternal life because of his love for riches, his
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obstinence and offending others. He did not undersiand that obtaining any goal
would not be by mere wishes. Whosoever wants to die the death of the
righteous has to live a righteous life first.

Qualifications of mariyrs.
Had they not possessed the following characteristics they would not have been

martyrs:

1.) Faith: not only as a belief but also as a daily practice. It is written "but the
righteous shall live by his faith” (Heb 2:4, Rom 1:17, Heb 10:37) Revise the
chapter on faith and martyrs (Heb. 11)

2.) Love: which has attained the level of Godly love "Greater love has nc man
than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends (John 15:13). Paul said "if |
deliver my body to be burned but have no love, | gain nothing (Cor. 1-13:3).
Truly love is strong as death (Song of Sol 8:6)

3.) Hope: They competed o die and to being tortured singing and rejoicing, not
afraid but irusting that they are going to heaven, otherwise their deed would
have been considered madness, suicide, or gambling. Thus they confirmed
faith by hope and gained through their death more than during their lives, and
their blood became seeds of the church.

4.) Courage and patience: Cannot be separated, and without which they would
have retreated and denied Christ.

5.) Their death to the world: and their conviction of its voidness, not only the
monks died to the world, but also every Christian at his baptism dies with Christ
o the world and to sin. "buried with him into death and walked in the newness
of life" Rom 6:4). "They conquered Satan by the blood of the lamb and by the
word of their testimony and they loved not their lives even unto death” (Rev.
12:11).

86.) They lived the batile of the Cross: Here appears the correlation between the
Feast of Martyrs and the Feast of the Cross. Christ is the greatest martyr, who
died on the Cross and smashed the head of the old serpent Satan. Whoever
wants to conquer sin, death, Satan, the world and hell, let him live the battle of
the cross in his daily life and struggle against sin to the point of shedding blood
Heb. 12:4). Therefore the Holy Bible says that we are slain ali the day long, and
accounted as sheep for the slaughter (Psalms 44:22).

Let us be worthy of being called children of martyrs, not only by flesh, but by
soul, acts and in truth. Let us follow their faith, love, hope, patience, courage,
struggle and their victory through the cross. The church also prays God that the
Feast of the apparition of the Cross will be more than a historical tale, and that
the cross with its glorious meanings be apparent in the life of every Christian.
Amen.
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Church News

1- The church celebrated the New Coptic year 1707 vespers and liturgy on September 11, 1990 in honor
of thousands of the Coptic martyrs in Egypt, their blessing be with us on thirsday septamber.27,1990
2-Also the church will celebrate the feast of discovering the true cross of Christ at the small church 1426
Cameron Av.

3- The church youth shared in the Nyrous clebration which was held by the Christian Service Society
in Santa Monica, Sunday 16, and presented their famous play "A youth's cry for help”.

4- The youth monthly Spiritual day will be held in St. Mark Church (Robertson Blvd) on Saturday , Sept.
29, 1990 from 8:30 A.M. to 6:00 P. M.

Meeting Times

1- Sunday Liturgy from 8:00 - 11:00 A.M. at Sunflower school

2-Wednesday Liturgy from 5:30 - 7:00 A.M. at the small church 1426 Cameron Ave. (Azusa)

3- Friday Liturgy from 7:30 - 9:00 A.M. at Cameron.

4- Saturday Vespers from 6:30 - 8:00 P.M. including Bible Study from the Old & New Testaments.
5- The Youth Meeting (English): Saturday from 6:30 - 7:00 P.M. Vespers - Ashiah - then from 7-8:3 0
Bible Study, Hymns and Spiritual lecture & discussion

6- The Arabic Youth Meeting: Friday 6:30 - 8:30 P.M. at the small church 1426 Cameron Ave.

7- The Sunday school teacher meeting: Friday from 8:30 - 10:00 P.M., Cameron.

8- The Deacon's meeting: Friday from 7:00 -8:30 P.M. at 1426 Cameron.

9- The Board Deacon's Meeting : The first thursday every month 7:00 P.M.
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