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SYRYUHING

ST. JOHN

COPTIC ORTHODOX CHURCH
21329 Cienega Ave.
Covina, CA 91724

(714) 592-8847

Feast & Events of May 91

1. Feast of Ascension May 16
2. Feast of Pentecost : May 26
3. St. George's feast May 1
{ 4. St. Mark's feast May 8
5. Feast of Jeremiah the prophet May 13
| 6. St. Athanasius commemoration May 15
{| 7. St. Demiana commemoration May 18
8. St. Pachomius, father of cenobitic rule May 22
9. St. John the beloved commemoration May 24
10. The Apostles Fast begins May 27

e L e .

The Lord Jesus Christ did not ascend to heaven immediately following His
resurrection, but He prefaced to stay forty days, in order to confirm the faith of
the apostles and of the whole world thereafter. Against all the expectations, the
apostles were exceedingly glad for the ascension and the departure of the beloved
Lord (compare John 16:5,6 with Luke 24:51-52).

Now the question is: Why did the apostles rejoice at the farewell scene of the
ascension?

According to the Scriptures, we can answer this question by the following:

1.  They rejoiced because The Lord assured them that He will come again,
“I will come again and will take you to Myself ” (Jn. 14:3). For reassurance
2 angels appeared as the disciples all looked up at their ascending Lord and
confirmed the news about His coming (Acts 1:11).

2.  He promised them, that He will prepare a wonderful place for them and
take them to live with Him forever (Jn. 14:3).




3. Jesus will go to heaven to send the Holy Spirit to dwell within them, instead
of His physical presence with them.

4. The ascension proved the Divinity of Christ and His Godhoced.

5.  The ascension came as a fulfillment to the prophecies about His victory
over the enemies; ° the world which crucified Him, e Satan, ¢ death & hades
(Ps. 68:18 & Ephe. 1:20-22 & 4:8).

6. He ascended into heaven to sit at the right hand of His Father, to make
intercession for us (Heb. 7:25, 26).

It is then needless to say that all these reasons which were the source of joy
and delight for the disciples and apostles are still the same to comfort us and
make us rejoice continually. Maranatha or O Lord, come !

On Humility

“A certain brother came to Abba Macarius, the Egyptian, and said unto
him, ¢ Father, speak to me a word whereby I may live.” Abba Macarius said to
him, ¢ go to a cemetary and insult the dead’; and he went and insulted them, and
stoned them with stones, and he came and informed the old man about what he
did. And the old man said unto him, ‘ Didn't they say anything to you?” And the
brother said, ¢ No.” And again the old man said unto him, ° Go tomorrow and
praise them, and call them Apostles, Saints, and Rightous Men’ ; and he came to
the old man, and said, ‘I praised them.” And the old man said unto him, ¢ didn't
they answer you?’ And he said * No.” And the old man said to him, “you see how
you praised them, and they didn't say anything to you, and that although you
insulted and cursed them, they still didn't respond in any way. So also it should
be with you. If you wish to live, become dead, so that you may not care if men
insult or praise you, for the dead care for nothing; in this way you will be able to
live.”




Ten days following the ascension of the Lord Jesus, the day of Pentecost
(50th) had come and the Lord fulfilled His promise of sending the Holy Spirit,
who rested on the apostles in the form of fiery tongues. Immediately they all
began to speak in 17 languages! (Acts 2: 1-12)

The Holy Spirit in the Svmbols

1. The Dove (Matt. 3:16) 2. The Oil (1 Sam. 16:13)
3. The Water (Jn. 7:38,39) 4. Wine (Lk. 1:15 & Eph. 5:18)
5. Fire (Matt. 3:11 & Acts 2:3) 6. Seal (Eph. 1:13 & 4:30)

The Names of the Holy Spirit

b2l

The term “ Holy Spirit ” was mentioned in the Old Testament three times only,
(Ps. 51:11 & Isa. 63:10, 11). In the New Testament about 75 times and also
under these names and fitles:

1. The Spirit of God (Gen. 1:2) 2. The Spirit of the Lord (Lk. 4:18)

3. The Spirit of Truth (Jn. 15:26) 4. The Comforter (Jn. 15:26)

5. The Spirit of Grace (Heb. 10:30) 6. The Spirit of Power (Isa. 11:2 & Acts 1:8)

7. The Spirit of Wisdom and understanding, counsel and knowledge and the fear of the Lord
(Isa. 11: 2).

8. The Spirit of Holiness (Rom. 1: 4) 9. The Spirit of Glory ( 1 Pet. 4:14)

10. The Spirit of Love & self discipline (1Tm. 1: 7) 11. The Spirit of Adoption (Gal. 4: 5, 6)
12. The Spirit of Prophecy (Rev. 19:10) 13. The Eternal Spirit (Heb. 9:14)
14. The Spirit of Christ ( 1 Pet. 1:11) 15. The Spirit of the Son of God (Gal. 4: 6)




The Divinity of the Holv Spirit

“ Jehovah's witnesses ” and the “Advantists ”, deny the divinity of the Holy
Spirit and even that He is a Person! They think that He is just a power like
electricity! In our opinion this is a heracy and blasphemy. We believe,
according to the Bible that the Holy Spirit is the Third Person in the Holy
Trinity. He is God, and equal to the Father and the Son, in eternity, essence,
honor, glory, and everything. Jesus said, “ Baptize them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit ” (Matt. 28:19). In the Apostolic
Benediction, St. Paul says, “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of
God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all ” (2 Cor. 13:14).
From the previous names, it is clear to see that the Holy Spirit has the same
names of God, His works and characteristics.

The second ecumenical counsel of Constantinople held in 381 A.D.
excommunicated Makdonious for his disbelief in the Divinity of the Holy Spirit
and added to the creed:

“ We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord Giver of Life . . . Who

with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified;

Who spoke by the Prophets ”.

Some Serious Sins Against the Holy Spirit

Every sin is directed against the Holy Spirit as we conclude from Peter's
statement to Ananias, that he lied to the Holy Spirit (Acts 5: 3). But there are
some specific sins, considered directly against the Holy Spirit, such as:

1. Quenching the Holy Spirit ( 1 Thess. 5:19).
2. Grieving the Holy Spirit ( Eph. 4:30).
3. The blasphemy against the Holy Spirit (Matt. 12:31,32)

A Divine Order

“ Be filled with the Holy Spirit. ” (Eph. 5:18)

N/




How to Get Filled with the Spirit?

1. By repenting and purifying our hearts (Acts 2:37,38).

2. By praying and asking “ How much more shall your heavenly Father give the
Holy Spirit to them that ask Him ” (Lk. 11:13). Memorize by heart the
Agpeya prayer of the 3 rd. hour in this regard.

3. Through practicing steadfastly, the sacraments which are made by the Holy
Spirit (confession, communion).

4. By obedience to the Word of God, because He say, “ The Holy Spirit, whom
God has given to them that obey Him” (Acts 5:32)

5. By involving in the service and ministry of God and the Church, in teaching,
preaching, and winning souls to the Lord (1 Cor. 15:58).

1. The Church welcomes the clergy guests, Fr. Salib Sorial, Fr. Youssef
Abdow, and Fr. Guirguis Sobhy, who recently arrived from Egypt and
bless us by participating in the church services and the family conference in
Arrowhead Springs, May 25-27.

2. In the commemoration of St. John the Apostle and intercessor of our
church, there will be Vesper prayers (Asheya) on Thursday May 23rd.
from 7- 830 P.M. and the divine liturgy will be prayed on Friday, May
24th. from 8-10:00 A.M., accompanied by a festival all Friday.

3. Fr. Georgios returns from Cairo, on Saturday May 11, and continues his
regular ministry & activities.



The Church celebrates the feast of St. John the disciple and evangelist,
twice a year. The first is the memory of the consecration of the first church in
his name in Alexandria on May 24th.

St. John Coptic Orthodox Church in Covina, being the first Coptic Church
in the United States to be named after this great saint, found it appropriate to
share a brief biography of St. John, with the members of the Church.

The Synaxarion tells us that St. John lived to be 90 years. He died in the
year 100 A.D. He was the son of Zebedee, a wealthy fisherman. His mother was
Salome, one of the women who were mentioned among Christ's followers. He
was also the brother of St. James the Great (not to be confused with St. James the
author of the epistle).

St. John wrote the fourth Gospel, three epistles, and the book of
Revelation. It is peculiar that St. John never mentioned his own name, not even
once in any of his works. Perhaps he intended to do that out of humility and self
denial. But he did refer to himself four times in the Gospel as, * the disciple
whom Jesus loved”. This is where he gets the title “ the beloved ”.

St. John preached in Asia. He went to spread God's word in Ephesus, but
was ship wrecked on the way for a few days. When he arrived there, the
Ephesians did not accept his message at first, but later, when he performed a
miracle by raising a man from the dead, many of the citizens of Ephesus believed
and were baptized by him. When St. John grew old in age, the believers used to
carry him so they can hear his sermons and he would give them a sermon
comprised of a few words, “ My children, love one another ”, and they would put
him back down.




The Synaxarion also tells us that Dumetian the Emperor ordered that St.
John be burned in boiling oil, but the Saint didn't die. So the emperor exiled him
to the island of Patmos in the Mediterranean Sea, where he saw his Revelation.
After Dumetian was killed in the year 96 A.D., St. John returned to Ephesus and
noticed that the heretic Nicolaitans to whom he indicated in Revelation 2:15 -
taught that Christ was born like anyone else. Therefore, he wrote his Gospel to
prove the Divinity of the Lord Jesus Christ.

He was fond of wimﬁng souls to Christ, in fact he was able to save a chief
of a gang of thieves! It is said that this lost sheep later became St. Policarp!
According to the Bible Dictionary, St. Policarpos (the angel of the church in
Smyrna, Rev. 2:8-11), Papias, and Agnatius were among his famous disciples.

Irenios says, St. John stayed at Ephesus until he died during the rule of the
emperor Trajan (98-117 A.D.). St. Jerome says that he died in the year 98 A.D.

His blessings be with us all. Amen

"Mark, also known in scriptures as
John Mark, was born in Cyrene, capital
of Cyrenaica, in North Africa, some time
after the dawn of the first century culture.
The country was predominantly Greek,
partly Jewish, and partly Roman with a
hostile Berber community on its
periphery. . . His family decided to
emigrate to Palastine, where they settled
at a new home in Jerusalem just about the
time when Jesus began to emerge into
prominence. Mark's father died shortly
afterward, and his mother, Mary, devoted
her fortune to obtaining a thorough
education for her son. Mark ultimately

‘became very proficient not only in
Hebrew but also in Greek and Latin, then
the languages of civilization, which he
fully utilized later in his mission. As a
young man, he became captivated by the
teaching of Jesus. . . Mark's mother

St. Mark

received Jesus, who feasted in her house,
and later she opened her residence to his
faithful followers, who congregated there
for daily prayers. In this way, Mark's
house became the first Christian Church
in history, and it was there that the Holy
Spirit descended on the disciples after the
Ascension of Jesus. Thus young Mark
occupied a place among the disciples. . .
Because of his youth, Mark chose to start
his mission in Asia in the company of the
older missionaries St. Paul and St.
Barnabas. With them he went to
Antioch, then to Seleucia, sailing
afterward to Cyprus, where they
proclaimed God's message in the Jewish
synagogue at Salamis. . . to the island of
Paphos . . . to Perga in Pamphylia, Asia
Minor, where Mark left them and
returned to Jerusalem. At a later date,
possibly after laboring in what is now




Lebanon, Mark joined Paul in Rome,
where he assisted him in the inauguration
of its church. It is possible that at this
juncture John Mark extended his
preaching in Italy to Aquileia and the area
of Venice, the future republic of Saint
Mark, and from there proceeded to his
birthplace in Cyrenaica. . . Dispite the
scarcity of materials on his mission there,
Mark is known to have planted the seeds
of Christianity among his former
countrymen (Acts 2:10). Coptic tradition
teaches that Mark, after performing
miracles of healing in Cyrenaica,
followed the road to Alexandria, through
inspiration of the Holy Spirit and not by
instruction from Peter, whom he had not
yet joined in Rome. . . Arriving at
Alexandria totally exhausted, Mark found
a cobbler named an1anus and asked him
to mend a broken strap of his tattered
sandal. When the cobbler took an awl to
work on it, he accidentally pierced his
finger and cried aloud in Greek, “ Heis
ho Theos, ” that is, “ God is One.”
Mark's heart fluttered with joy at this
utterance, which betrayed the possibility
of his companion’s monotheism, thus
opening the door for the preaching of the
New Kingdom. After miraculously

healing the man's wound, Mark took
courage and delivered the good tidings to
the hungry ears of his first convert. In
this manner, the initial spark was struck,
and the first stone in the foundation of the
Coptic Church was laid. The cobbler
invited the apostle to his home, and he
and his family were baptized. There
followed other baptisms, and the faithful
multiplied. So successful was the
movement that the word spread around
that a Galilean was in the city preparing
to overthrow the idols. Popular feelings
began to rise, and people sought out the
stranger. Scenting danger in the air,
Mark ordained Anianus bishop, with
three presbyters (Mylios, Sabinos,
Sardinos) and seven deacons to watch
over the growing congregation in case
anything befell him. Afterward, he
seems to have undertaken a journey to
Rome in response to a call for assistance
from Paul (2 Tm. 4:11). . . he returned
via Cyrene to visit and strengthen the
faithful there. In Alexandria, he rejoiced
at finding that the Christian community
was multiplying and had built their first
church at Bucalis, an area where cattle
grazed by the seashore. . . rumors ran
through the city, as on Mark's first visit,
that under the leadership of Mark the
Christians were threatening to overthrow
the ancient pagan deities. This possibility
inflamed the fury of the idolatrous
populace. A hostile mob unremittingly
hunted the evangelist. In 68, Easter fell
on the same day as the festival of the
popular pagan god Serapis on the
occasion and decided to move against the
Christians, who, with Saint Mark leading




their prayers, were celebrating Easter at
their Bucalis church. The mob forced its
way into the church and seized the saint,
put a rope around his neck, and dragged
him about the streets. With the
connivance of the authorities, Mark was
incarcerated for the night. It is said that
the angel of the Lord appeared to him
during the night and fortified him to bear
the approaching martyr’s crown. On the
following day, he was again dragged
over the cobbled roads of Alexandria, his
body becoming lacerated and his blood
covering the ground, until he finally died.
But the mob would not stop at that; they
wanted to cremate his mutilated body so
that there would be no remains for his
followers to honor. . . Mark was
decapitated after his martyrdom. At this
point, however, a violent wind began to
blow, and torrential rains poured down
on the populace, which dispersed. The
Christians stealthily removed the body of

the saint and secretly buried him in a
grave that they speedily carved in the rock

under the alter of the Bucalis church,
which has carried his name ever since.”

St. Mark's Relics were moved around
many times and stolen by the Venetians,
but 1968 almost exactly 1900 years after

St. Mark's martyrdom, his relics were
returned to the Coptic Church. This took

place in the Papacy of the late Pope Cyril
Vi, who placed them “in a formidable
granite casket inside the crypt of the new
Cathedral of Saint Mark in DAYR ANBA
RUWAYS” May the blessings of the Great
Saint Mark, be with us all. Amen.

%

- Pope Leads
Coptic Ecumenism

Among the delegates at the seventh Assembly is a
patriarch, His Holiness Pope Shenouda III. He is
the head of the Coptic Orthodox Church in Egypt,
all Africa and Coptic communities across the globe.
In the Coptic Church, Pope Shenouda has been a
torch bearer of ecumenism since he became the
patriarch in 1971. He is the first Coptic Pope to
attend a WCC Assembly. But that is not his only
inter-church achievement.

In 1973, he visited the Vatican and signed a com-
mon declaration with Pope Paul V1. A theological
committee with Coptic andVatican representatives
was set up and made significant progress.

The committee was able to agree on the Christol-
ogical question,i.e., how the divine and human
natures are united in Jesus Christ. This has been the
main source of division since the council of Cal-
cedon in 451 A.D.

A common comittee of Calcedonian(Eastern Ortho-
dox) and non-Calcedonian (Oriental Orthodox)
churches was also able to agree about the nature of
Jesus Christ after years of study and discussion.

Pope Shenouda also hosted the first meeting of a
theological committee of Orthodox and Episco-
pal traditions in Egypt. He also took the initiative
to set up a theological committee of the Coptic
Orthodox Church and the Protestant traditions
within Egypt in 1988.
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ommandments for Deacons

1. According to the general conditions for deacons which St. Paul set in the deacon must be
“ ... serious, not double-tongued, not greedy for money, have faith with a clear conscience, and
blameless ” (1 Tm. 3:8-13). Thus it is not permissible to be a slanderer, liar, to be angry with
anyone, or a smoker, talkative, trickster, joker, etc. . .

2. It is mandatory for the deacon to arrive at Church early, participating in the raising of
incense and before the absolution of the ministers. Otherwise it is not appropriate for the deacon to

put on his service uniform.

3. Upon entering the Church, the deacon should kneel down before the alter and pray, “But as
for me, I will come into Your house in the multitude of your mercy; In fear of You I will worship
toward Your Holy Temple” (Ps. 5: 7).

4. A schedule should be made and hung up in the church, in order to organize the deacons
who serve on the Alter and those who read the readings and those serving outside the Alter.
Copies of this schedule should be given to all deacons so that it is followed by all. It is not
permissible for any deacon to enter the Alter out of his turn. (It is also not permissible for anyon
else who is not ordained as a deacon to enter the Alter.)

5. The deacon’s “ Tonia ” should be washed and ironed before service. The badrashain style
should be uniform.

6. A deacon should not move around in the church during the liturgy without a necessary
reason. Nor should a deacon engage in conversations or any unnecessary exchange of words

during the divine liturgy.

7. It is expected of a deacon to practice reading at home the readings of the church (The
Pauline, Katholicon, Praxis, Gospel) so that if he is called upon to read in church, he reads {

properly, without stuttering.

8. It should be the duty of a subdeacon to maintain order, do his best to suppress distracting
sounds, and help assist people find a place to sit.

9. Little boys should not be allowed to dress as deacons unless their father dresses with them

in order to keep them from moving, playing, or talking.

10. A deacon, especially in the rank of Absaltos and Ognostos should attend the deacon’s

meetings which are on Fridays and Saturdays.



