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Coptic Orthodox Church, Pope Shenouda III

Wells Fargo Bank, Account Number:
6918319435,
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(714) 592-8847

ST. JOHN

COPTIC ORTHODOX CHURCH
21329 Cienega Ave.
Covina, CA 91724
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In the occasion of receiving our new church, it is
nice to have some lessons from Solomon's
dedication prayer of the Temple, and God's
answer.

This prayer is recorded twice in I Kings 8 and II
Chronicles 6 &7. In that prayer, Solomon said:
"Lord God of Israel, there is no God in heaven or on
earth like you who keep Your covenant and mercy
with Your servants who walk before You with all
their hearts...But will God indeed dwell with men
on the earth? Behold, heaven and the heaven of
heavens cannot contain You, how much less this
temple which I have built! Yet regard the prayer of
Your servant and his supplication O Lord my God
that Your eyes may be open toward this temple, day
and night, toward the place where you said you
would put Your name, that You may hear the
prayer which Your servant prays toward this place...
When heaven is shut up and there is no rain because
they have sinned against You, when they pray
toward this place and confess Your name, and turn
from their sin because You afflict them, then hear
in heaven and forgive the sin of Your servants, that
You may teach them the good way in which they
should walk...etc.

Now when Solomon had finished praying, fire
came down from heaven and consumed the burnt
offering and the sacrifices; and the glory of the
Lord filled the temple.

Then the Lord appeared to Solomon by night, and
said to him: " I have heard your prayer and have
chosen this place for Myself as a house of sacrifice.
When I shut up heaven and there is no rain, or
command the locusts to devour the land, or send
pestilence among my people, if my people who are
called by my name will humble themselves, and
pray and seek my face, and turn from their wicked

SYRYCHNE

Solomon's Prayer
&
God's Answer

ways, then I will hear from heaven and will forgive
their sin and heal their land".

"Now my eyes will be open and my ears attentive
to prayer made in this place. For now I have chosed
this house and sanctified it, that my name may be
there forever, and my eyes and my heart will be
there perpetually.” (2 Chron. 6&7)

From this prayer and God's answer we conclude
that: '

(1) God's eyes, ears and heart are attentive to the
prayers in His house much more than in any other
place.

(2) Also, there are two important requirements for
God's acceptance to prayers; humbleness and
repentance.

(3) God rests in His saints, and keeps His covenant
and mercy for His servants who walk before Him
with all their hearts in faithfulness.

o ofe o

The Biblical Names of the
Church

1- The Ark (Gen. 6-9)

2- Jacob's Ladder (Gen. 28:17)

3- The Gate of Heaven (Gen. 28:17)

4- The House of God (Eph. 2:19 & 1 Tim. 3:15)
5- The Garden Enclosed (Song 4:12)

6- The Bride of Christ (2 Cor. 11:2 & Eph. 5:24)
7- The Body of Christ (1 Cor. 12:27)

8- The Lampstand (Rev. 1:12 & 20)

9- The Pillar and Ground of the Truth (1 Tim. 3:15)
10- The Fellow Citizens with the Saints and
Members of the Household of God (Eph. 2:19)



The Place where the Temple
was Built

One thousand years ago, two brothers worked
together in a little farm. The older was married and
had three children, and the younger was single.

After a long hot day, the older brother went to sleep
but he could not. He was thinking of his brother
like this: My younger brother needs money to get
married, so he should have more grain. Then rising
quietly in the middle of the night, he went out of the
field and carried some bundles of his grain and
piled them on his brother's stack. Then happily he
hurried home and fell asleep with a joyful heart.

But that same night, the younger brother laid down
on his bed and thought, "How can I keep all this
grain for myself since I am single, and my brother
is overloaded with burdens and has a wife and three
children to feed?"

S0 he rose up sometime after midnight and carried
some of his bundles of grain to his brother's stack.

For seven days each of them repeated the same
work and surprised that the amount of his grain
remained the same. They could not understand that
puzzle, till one night they met each other in the
middle of the field, each carrying his bundles to the
other. There, in moonlight they told each other his
story. They hugged each other and appreciated
greatly that love which "does not seek its own!"

The old Jewish tradition said that when Solomon
wanted to build the temple, he could not find a
place to build the temple in, better than that place
which was sanctified by love.

Church News

1- On the 1st of March, 1991, H.H. Pope
Shenouda III laid the foundation stone of theWest
Coast Papal Residence and Headquarters, in the
land of St. John Coptic Orthodox Church in Cov-
ina, California, . All those who want to contribute
to this vital project may make their checks payable
to:

Coptic Orthodox Church, Pope Shenouda ITI
Wells Fargo Bank, Account Number:
6918319435,

2- The address of the new church is 21329
Cienega Avenue, Covina, California 91724 and the
phone number is (714) 592-8847.

3- The church will have her annual Easter
picnic, Sunday, April 7, 1991 at Bonnelli Park in
San Dimas. Every family will share in serving food
by the way of (Pot-Luck). The program will
include sports, entertainment & Easter hymns
(Lot No:2).

4- The church's second annual family con-
ference will be held in Arrowhead Springs Chris-
tian Center, during the Memorial day long week-
end from May 25, May 27, 1991 Deadline for
reservations is April 30, 1991.




