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Address of school
Sunflower School, Sunflower Ave., 210 Fwy, or Fwy 10, Grand
exit (N) Arrow Hwy (R) Sunflower Ave. (L)

Address of house
1426 Cameron Ave, Fwy 10 Azusa exit Cameron right
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THE REASON WHY THE FIRST CHURCH WAS STRONG

We should ask ourselves as we wonder why our church is
not strong, as it was during the apostolic era. Why
miracles do not happen as they used to with the apostles?
Does the . Holy Spirit - that sanctified.  the first church not
work in full extent as it used to work at that time? Before
we can answer all these questions, we should know the true
secret behind the strength of the church 1in the early
centuries. The first church was a church of miracles, a
church of.- spiritual strength, a church of spiritual courage
a church of wisdom, a church of spiritual talents, a church
of answered prayers, and a church of faith that works with
love. As St. Paul says: "Now hope does not disappoint,
because the love of God has been poured out in our hearts by
the Holy Spirit who was given to us." ( Rom5:5)

The Holy Spirit poured 1love 1in the hearts of the
believers, so the church 1lived a holy life that differs a
lot from our lives now. The apostolic church differs from
our church now in the following aspects:

1. LITURIGICAL LIFE: The Apostles lived the life of prayers
for they were all with one accord, with one spirit in
Solomon’s porch. By prayers they were all filled with the
Holy Spirit’ (Act 4:31), (13:52).  They prayed.constantly to
God and many wonders were performed by the apostles , the
Hely spirit filled them. The Holy Spirit resembles a
burning piece of coal which flames when you blow at it. The
apostles spoke the word of God with boldness. (Act 4:31)

2. LIFE OF SERVICE: The apostles lived a life of organized
service, served under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. He
who minister in ministering, he who teaches in teaching. He
who exhorts, in exhortation, he who leads, with diligence;
he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness. (Rom 12:6) .

That is why they ordained deacons to minister the orphans
and the widows, and all those who were in need: so that the
ministry of the word may not be hindered. They preached
Jesus as the 1living Christ (Act 5:42). And the word of God
spread, and the number of the disciples multiplied greatly
(Act 6:7).

3. LIFE OF BLESSING: Life of blessing in distributing money
and love in charity, for all who were possessors of lands or
houses sold them, and brought the profits of the things that
were sold, and laid them at the apostle’s feet, and they
distributed to the needy. (Act 4:34). They sent relief to
the brethern dwelling in Judea and sent to the elders by the
hands of Barnabas and Saul, during the great famine that
happened in the days of Claudius Caeser.



4. LIFE OF MARTYRDOM: The apostles did not fear death for
the sake of Christ but they were all ready to die for the
name of the Lord Jesus (Act 21:13). The martyrdom of St.
Stephen the Archdeacon (Act 7:60) followed by James son of
Zebedee (Act 12:1). The reason that they did not fear death
for the sake of Jesus is that they were living a heavely
life awaiting His second coming. Those who were scattered
went every-where preaching the word (Act 8:4).

The ministry spread all over, and whenever they were
faced by persecution of any sort they rejoiced for they were
counted worthy to suffer shame for the name of Christ (Act
5:41) . When Peter was in prison and Herod had decided to
judge him the next day, Peter slept peacefully with no care
till he was awakend by the angel of the Lord (Act 12). The
reason that the church was powerful during the apostolic era
is that the apostles were filled with the Holy Spirit. The
Holy Spirit gave them power and transferred their faith into
action. The spirit of truth guided them and they went
ministering the word of God boldly. They ministered not by
earthly wisdom or eloquent words, but their ministry was by
the power of the Spirit. That is why the church today is
weak compared to the church during the apoltolic era,
because we do not solve our problems by praying together
with one spirit as the church did during the imprisonment of
St. Peter. Many of us now neglect group fasting. The
believers in the early church their prayers was with fasting
(Act 13), they were all one spirit.

Today the church is divided upon itself; we find those
who say I follow Paul and others say I foliow Apollos.
Also the people’s alms is decreasing for the service and the
number of ministers is decreasing although the harvest is
great. Where are the consecrated deacons? How many
churches now lack the ministers or pastors to serve the
fiock of Christ. The church now is suffering from the lack
of offerings offered to the poor and those who are in need.
Our tithes are not offered and we live in luxury with no
consideration to our brethern who are needy and hungry for
food. One of the flaws of the church now is that it
concentrates more of its efforts to have a luxurious
buildings and neglecting the orphans and widows. Although
the essences of Christianity is to care for those who are
needy.

Among us now the discontent and grumbling in carring
the cross of tribulation and persecutions. We grief and
become depressed when we hear about the agony and sufferings
that the Christians face now from their opponents. We can
rarely find those who accept suffering or martyrdom, false
accusations for the sake of Christs.

The Holy Spirit was given to us all and God is the same
during the early church and now and forever. We hope that
we may submit to the leadership of the Holy Spirit in our
lives, our homes, and our churches. Let us pray that we may
be filled with the Holy Spirit to live a sanctified life as
the church of the apostles used to live. They lived under
the guidance of the Holy Spirit accepting His rebuke so that
we may repent. Let us hear the voice of the Holy Spirit
when he teaches us, leads us to the real knowledge of Christ
for He takes what 1s Christ’s and gives it to wus (JIn
16:14,15) .




