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“ Having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets Jesus
Christ Himself being the chief cornerstone”( Eph. 2:20):

On Friday, the 12th of July ( the 5th of Abeeb), we celebrate the Feast of
the Apostles, commemorating the martyrdom of the great apostles, Peter and
Paul at the hands of Nero the Roman emperor in the year 67 A.D. We also recall
the struggle and ministry of all the apostles who preached the Gospel around the

world.

The apostles are considered the pillars of the church. They were also
described in the Book of Revelation as the foundations of the heavenly city, the
New Jerusalem ( Rev. 21:14). That is why churches are built on 12 pillars as a
symbol of the 12 apostles.

The Lord Jesus chose those apostles not from the wise or the strong or the
rich, “But God has chosen the foolish things of the world to put to shame the
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wise, and God has chosen the weak of the world to put to shame the mighty;
and the base things of the world and the things which are despised God has
chosen, and the things which are not, to bring to nothing the things that are, that
no flesh should glory in His presence (1 Cor. 1:27-29). “ For man looks at the
outward appearance but the Lord looks at the heart” ( 1Sam. 16:7).

The usual emphasis on Peter and Paul alone, caused most people to overlook the
lives, accomplishments and sacrifices of the rest of the apostles. In past issues of
the newsletter, we have written briefly about St. John and St. Thomas. In this
issue, we will talk about another apostle.

St. Andrew the Apostle

St. Andrew was one of Christ's disciples from Bethsaida (Jn. 1:44). He was
Peter's brother, and a fisherman too like Peter. He was a disciple of John the
Baptist first. After Andrew was convinced that Jesus is the Messiah he called his
brother Peter to meet Him. His name was mentioned among the list of the
apostles in the first 3 Gospels and Acts. Besides, these few references Andrew's
name was not mentioned except on the following occasions:

1. In the first miracle of the feeding of the 5000 ( Jn. 6:8)

2. He was with Peter, James and John when they asked Christ about the
destruction of Jerusalem and His second coming (Mark 13:3,4).

3. It was Andrew and Philip that told Jesus of the Greek people who wanted
to meet Him.

Tradition tells us that Andrew was martyred in Patria in Southern Greece.
He was crucified on a leaning cross (the shape of an X), since then it was called
the cross of Andrew! We commemorate his martyrdom on November 20th of
every year.

After St. Andrew brought his brother Peter to Christ, he became a symbol of the
ministry of the “individual service”, and it was named the ministry of Andrew.

So the 3000 persons whom Peter won on the day of the Pentecost, owe
their salvation to Andrew who brought Peter in the first place. Therefore, if you
have one talent, do not despise it, but use it diligently because you might win
another Peter or Paul who has five talents. |



On Preparedness

They used to say that a certain old man (old monk) went on one occasion to
a city to sell his handiwork, and it happened that he sat down by the door of a
house of a rich man who was dying, and whose death was very near at hand. As
he was sitting there, he looked and saw black horses, with their black riders, who
were exceedingly terrible, and they held in their hands torches of fire. And when
they had come to the door of the house, they left their horses outside, and they
went in together, and as soon as the sick man saw them, he cried out with a
mighty voice, saying “O Lord, help me.” Then those who came to him said,
“Now that the sun has set for you, you remember God. Why didn't you seek
Him while it was still day? Now you have neither a bit of hope nor consolation
left.” Then they took his soul away and departed.

Wisdom from the Fathers:

Abba Anthony used to say, “A man’s life or death comes from his neighbor; if
we benefit our brother we benefit ourselves, and if we offend him we sin against

GO b2l

Attributes
i of Cles

&S\

Omniscient

Ps. 139:1-6
2



i“and ‘martyr ‘and the most famous 'of the -

monks called Moses (feast day: 24

Ba’unah) or (July 1). He was a former

black slave who had been dismissed by his
master “because of hlS 1mmorahty and-acts
of highway robbery.” When he became a
monk at Scetis (Sheheat or Wadi El
Natroun), he was .subjected to violent
assaults by dem@ns but he trlumphed over

Hold Testa’m'e,nt';;;{/

,1“2Q1 2345678

(Ps. 42; 1)

“As the deer pantj :"for the water brook
so.my. ‘soul pants for Thee 0 God” :

“DIVISIONS
Al

...... FOUNDATION
... EXPLANATION
..... .. ASPIRATION

ST. MOSES THE BLACK

;,_:;these w1th the advise.and encouragement of
Abba Isidorus. HIS progress in virtue was
o rapid that he was ‘soon réckoned among
the s greatest- of - the: old -men.and. was
~ordained a priest. Above all else he was
" distinguished “by his’ compunction; ‘his
. i~gentleness; and his humility. - He was so
grac1ous and w ;commg that he no I¢ nger

23

“had a ‘moment sipeace 'On the advice of
/7 ST MACARIUS THE GREAT; he withdrew
_to greater solitude at Petra. His death at the
hands of the Mazices was thus the bloody
death he had predicted and wished for as
the just punishment for his former, crimes.
Most of the collections of apothegms
~_contain in various forms “seven chapters
“sent by abba ‘Moses to ‘abba Poémen,”
:.possibly representing -something -in.the
“nature of a summary of what Moses taught
- his disciples. Among the latter, the'most
'famous is fairly clearly zacEar1As, who
a godly death before his master’s very

- €Ye
“«N‘,Moses is Very popular among the Copts.

" His remains are venerated in the main
gchurch of DAYR AL ‘BARAMUS of Scetis.

"New Testament
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The Gate
foefocfocfoctoctocte

Once on an average day like any other day a man got into his car,
heading for home after a long day at work. As he was driving he felt a
little dizzy, then a servere pain in the chest, followed by shortness of breath
and finally it all stopped. . .

He felt extreme relief; not even gravity could hold him down. He looked
around him and saw no one.

"Hello", he hollered. "Is anyone out there?", he waited for a
response and heard none. He walked some distance and finally he found
himself standing in front of a huge gate. As he stood there in confusion, a
parade of angels came and entered through the gate even though it was
shut.

"I 'm dead! I just saw angels taking people to what ever is behind
that gate. I have to be standing in front of the Gate of heaven. But why
didn't the angels take me also? Oh no, don't tell me I' m going to hell!
No, no there is no such a thing as heaven nor hell, thats just stuff they used
to tell us when we were young, foolish, and still going to Sunday School. . .
Hell, ha!"

Just as he said that, another parade of angels carrying people, went through
the gate and this time he heard music, laughter, and singing coming from
inside the gate. He was really shaken up this time. Then an angel went out
to him, took him by the hand to a room that looked very similar to a court
room. The man looked all around him and finally his eyes stopped on the
Judge. He could not bear to continue looking, then he cried out, "Yes, I am
guilty of all those things my Lord, I did lie, I did steal, I cursed, I judged
others, I bore false witness, I committed adultry, I never had mercy on
anyone, I kept you out of my heart, and yes Lord | put that crown of
thorns on Your head, those nails on Your hands and legs, that spere in
Your side, and I, yes I whiped You all thirty-nine times Lord." He fell on
his face and wept bitterly.

"I died for you" the Lord said, "I sent you many messengers to
correct your path, but you ignored them, many times did I invite you to

stay with Me, but you found other invitations more important. Not even a
4



cold cup of water did you give a thirsty person and surely you will not
receive its reward."

The man stood speechless!

"Didn't I tell you to be like the wise virgins who were prepared for
the coming of the groom? Didn't I make you and give you all that you
had? Where is it all now? Now you are here standing before Me not
clothed with the wedding garments, for you will not attend it." Then the
Lord told his angels, "bind him hand and foot, take him away, and cast him
into the outer darkness; there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. For
many are called, but few are chosen.(Matt. 22:13,14) Cast him in the
furnace of fire."(Matt. 13:42)

This is why we should always be prepared, no one knows when his
turn will come to stand before the Lord. What will you say to Him then?

by Mark Hanna

Church NeWS

1. The St. John summer club WIH bogm on Mondav July 15 1991

e Mornings will be for boys and glrls ages 4-12. Mondav throufrh Fnday, 8:00 - 5:00 P.M.
o Evenings will be for the youth Monday through Fnday, 6:00 - 10:00 P.M.

2. Our annual graduatlon party W1H be held on Saturday, July 6, af ter the Vespers
3. Friday, July 121s the Apostle s feast. The Holy Liturgy will begin at 8:00 A.M.

4. St. John's second annual summier trip to Egypt will be leaving on Saturday, July 13. This trip
includes a tour of the Monastenes ancient churches, plus many anczent Egyptian sites in
Luxor and Aswan The group gomg wﬂl also meet with His Hohness Pope Shenouda, in St.
Pishoy's Monastery Transportatton mn Egypt is either by air conditioned bus, ship, and
airplane. August 3 rd 15 the day of return for those that choose not to extend their stay.

Hopefully you too can Jom us next year

5. On the 1Sth of July, Fr. Samaeljsamaan (previously Farouk Samaan) will arrive from Egypt
to start his ministry in St. Antony & St. Abanoub Church in Corona, California. St. John

Church congratulates him and his congregation.

On the 4th of July, St. John's Church had a one day trip to Catalina Island. A tour was included
with a package that also included a fancy lunch and a private beach. It was a great day in

Christian fellowship.

e We will hold another 3 day, 2 mght retreat on Labor day weekend, God willing. More

information will be given in the August issue. It'sa bmnd new place.
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Golden Verses To Memorize
With References

(Lesson 2- The 3:16 verses)

The first lesson was to start with the easy verses and references of which the
number of the chapter is the same as the number of the verse (like Matthew 4:4,
Mark 13:13, or John 10:10 etc.). Last month we wrote 12 beautiful verses from
that category and we hope that you have already memorized them, and waiting
for the second list.

The second lesson is to memorize some other golden and famous verses with one
certain reference like (3:16).

Here is the second list of 7 verses:

1.

“ For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.”
(John 3:16)

“ Do you not know that you are the temple of God and that the Spirit
of God dwells in you? If anyone defiles the temple of God, God will
destroy him. For the temple of God is holy.” ( 1 Cor 3:16)

“ Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly.” ( Colossians 3:16)

“ And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was
manifested in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen by angels, preached
among the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up in glory.”
(1Timothy 3:16)

“ All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness,
that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every
good work.” ( 2 Timothy 3:16)

“ For where envy and self - seeking exist, confusion and every evil
thing will be there.” ( James 3:16)

“ Because you are lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spew
you out of My mouth.” ( Revelation 3:16)
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Little Things Mean A Lot

I was among a group of people on a charter bus, who had to
spend at least a four hour non-stop drive. It was in the early
morning hours of a pleasant day.

One person on the bus got out the daily newspaper from his bag, and
before starting to read it, he realized that there was no chance for
anyone on the bus to buy the news- paper if he wanted to.

In just a few seconds everyone in the group on the bus was reading a
single page of the daily paper!

Such a person has definitely been taught to share since he was a
child. Sharing and behaving with courtesy towards others has
become second nature to him.

If this person could not allow himself the privilege of reading a
newspaper but thought of all of his fellow - companions on the bus,
how about us? How much more must we think about our fellow
church attendants on a Sunday morning after having all the blessings
of being in church for hours while we proceed to the loaves of
“Orban” at the church door to grab more than we need regardless of
the rest of the congregation!

Let us think about ... and share everything with others, and love one
another as we love ourselves. Let us follow the golden rule in
Christianity: “ Therefore, whatever you want men to do to you, do
also to them ” ( Matthew 7:12).

By Mary Habib

Méeting Times

Sunday Arabic Liturgy 8:00 - 11:30 A.M.

Sunday English Liturgy 8:00 - 11:00 AM.

Wednesday Liturgy from 8:00 - 10:00 A.M.

Friday Liturgy 9:00 - 11:00 A.M.

Saturday Vespers from 7:00 - 9:00 P.M. including Bible Study from the Old & MNew Testaments.

The Arabic youth meeting: 7:30 - 9:30 P.M.

The youth meeting (English): Saturday from 7:30 - 9:00 P.M.
The deacon's meeting: Friday 6:00 - 7:30 P.M.
The Sunday school teacher's meeting: Sunday following the Liturgy at 1:00 - 2:00 P.M.




DRESS FOR SUCCESS - AMAZING FACTS |

The Armor of God (P ease be cmazedmi Here's how.. Open your eyes cnd
mcu’m w;de we?h surpnse cnd gcsp 2 dzdn‘? know ’rha?'*f") \

In Ephesians 6:10-17, we are told what to wear to protect

us from the Devil. Scme of Gohc%h's reia?rvey had 12 fmgers and foes 2 SOmue;,

1. Buckle the BELT OF TRUTH around your waist,

Always tell the truth, admire others who are
honest, and remember that God never lies.
Read Psalm 100:5.

2. Strap the BREASTPLATE OF RIGHTEQUSNESS on your
chest.

Protect your heart by not lefting harmful feelings

in or out. Do not mistreat other people, and when cGod flo} o), , ]

ogwer?r l’;un‘ you, forgive them and then forget s ,amed mf e Btbls

about i '

Read Isaiah 54:14 .An rmer ga’fe to a c ity is ca%ied a needies eye (probcb
o _because it was so small, it was horcf for a ccmet fo go

fhrough) ~ 1

Bodtes of cnmmals were nm‘ usuatty buned but were ieﬁ for
he dogs and vuh‘ures '

in the ﬂme of the OId Tes’rcmem‘  the. oides? son received

c Nof one

3. Fit your feet with the GOSPEL OF PEACE.

The Bible says the Lord hates feet that are fast in
running fo mischief. Being kind and considerate of
others will help you find the path to feeling
content and happy.

Read Proverbs 2:20.

an

4. Take up the SHIELD OF FAITH. ° The bodxés of newbcm bcxb;es were rubbed w %h salt. (What

Trust God to take care of you. Don’t worry about = a weicommgf) o '
what might happen, for God promises us He will f. On&y weaﬁhy peopi ehcd chctrs m fhetr homes OThers saton
help us gef through anything. ’rheu’ floor. ,

Read Psalm 56:11. ;ko Joshuc kmed 31 kmgs Joshua 1224

5. Wear the HELMET OF SALVATION on your head. ?c The sun and the moon stood still o wox‘r for Joshuc towina

: battle. Joshua 10:4-27 :
Use'your brain and learn about Jesus. Believe'fhcn‘ : o Judas' 30 pieces of silver were used to buy a cemetery
He is God, that He came back to life after being

crucified, and that when you die you will go to pecduse I was blood monoy.
heaven. | e The Olympic games started In Old Testament times—7768C.
Read Romans 10:9. e Notes and letters were sometimes written on old, broken
pieces of pottery.
6. Grasp the SWORD OF THE SPIRIT in your hand.

Read and study the Bible to learn about God’s
Spirit. The Bible is the Word of God and is a mighty
weapon against evil.

Read Hebrews 4:1.




