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Coptic Orthodox Patriarchate of Alexandria

ST. JOHN COPTIC ORTHODOX CHURCH
PO. BOX 598
WEST COVINA, CA. 91793
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Between the First Coming of Christ
and His Second Coming

As we celebrate the Lord's birth into our world, we remember
the song of the angels: "Glory to God in the highest, peace on earth
and goodwill toward men". Ironically, the world around us is far

from peace. There are wers and prospects of war, epidemics,
earthquakes, and all sorts of disasters making us wonder if these
are the signs of the second coming of Christ and the end of the
world?

This calls us to contemplate the comparison between the first
coming of Christ and His second coming.

1.In the first coming of Christ, He was born into the world quitely, at night in a manger.

+But in His second coming, The Lord Jesus will come among the sounds of a roaring

thunder, the angel's trumpets, and every eye is going to see Him. (Rev. 1:7)

2.As the prophecies of the birth of Christ were all fulfilled precisely, likewise all the
prophecies pertaining to the second coming - 1845 verses - are to be fulfilled

precisely.

3.His first coming was accompanied by heavenly and supernatural phenomena, such as

the movement of the star and the apparition of the angel.

+Likewise, in His second coming the stars will fall, the dead will rise, and the believers

will be raptured with Him on the clouds singing "Where is thy sting O death; O hell
where is thy victory!" (Matt. 24, 1 Cor. 15:51-58, Eph. 4:13-18).

4.In His first coming, He was born poor. He lived poor, not having a place to rest His
head. He loved the poor and blessed them.
+But in His second coming, He will come as the King of Kings and Lord of Lords. To Him

every Knee shall bow.
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5.In His first coming, He came as a meek Lamb. He humbled Himself taking the form of a
slave and He hid the glory of His divinity.

+But in His second coming, He will come as a roaring lion to judge the living and the
dead.

6.In His first coming, He came first to His own (the Jews) and His own rejected Him.
+But in the second coming, all the Kingdoms of the earth shall be the Lord's and He shall

reign forever and ever. (Rev. 11:15)

7.In His first coming, He came to reveal God's attributes and perfections to us. He came
to save us, to reconcile us with the Father and to restore to us the lost paradise.

+As for His second coming, it's the consequence of the first one. Without the second
coming, the first one would have had no purpose or meaning. The second coming is the
beginning of our eternal life, where the righteous will be rewarded with crowns of glory
and will enter into the joy of the Lord. (Matt. 25:23)

As the Church celebrates the first coming of Jesus into our
world, it puts these reflections before the believers so that we may

watch and long diligently for His second coming, saying with St.
John( the Patron Saint of our Church): "Amen, come Lord Jesus" (Rev.
22:20).




