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Coptic Orthodox Patriarchate of Alexandria

ST. JOHN COPTIC ORTHODOX CHURCH
P.O. BOX 598
WEST COVINA, CA. 91793
USA.

VIRGIN MARY...
THE PRIDE OF OUR HUMAN RACE

The church believes that the more we get closer to our saints the
more we get closer to our Lord Jesus. The church sets up an
ecclesiastic pattern to highlight the personality of the virgin who
sat at the right hand of the king (PS.45:19).

In our faith we introduce the virgin as the mother of God, whom
the angel during the visitation called her the mother of the Holy,
and the mother of the Son of God (Luk 1:34). Elizabeth also called
her, by the Holy Spirit, the mother of the Lord (Luk 1:44).

Paul the Apostle said "But when the time had fully come, God sent
forth his son, born of a woman" (Gal 1:44). For this reason, the
third Ecumenical Council convened in Ephesus to renounce Nestorius'
heresy in 431, and put the introduction of the creed "We magnify

you the Mother of the true light..."

We also believe in the symbols mentioned in the 0ld Testament of
the Virgin, As the ark of Noah (Salvation Boat), the Ladder of
Jacob, Moses' bush and Aaron's rod.

While she is the mother of the Messiah she became the mother of
every living man, whereas Eve became the mother of every deceased.

According to the belief of the church, Virgin Mary prays and asks
incessantly for the sake of her children. She truly intercedes for
us and transmits our feeble prayers to her beloved Son.

She is the example to follow in order to attain the Christian
virtues which adorned her; namely modesty, quietness, ministry,
obedience, endurance of pain, meekness, compassion...etc.

Therefore, there is a resemblance between the virgin and the
church. The church is our mother and so is the virgin.

The church teaches us and rejoices when we repent. The virgin
teaches us through her virtues and rejoices for our repentance and
our return to her beloved Son.

The church and the virgin both went through persecutions and
tribulations, and therefore the virgin shares our pains, as she is
the merciful mother who feels with her children.

The church is the temple of God and the place wherein God dwells
with the people, and the virgin is the holy of the holies in whom
dwelt the divine power.

From Mary Christ was incarnated and became flesh, and from the
church the believers partake of the flesh and blood of the Lord.
The church is the assembly of the believers who are presented as
a spotless virgin to Christ. Also the virgin is of perpetual
virginity. She was not only a virgin in her body but also lived
in spiritual virginity. This is one of the characteristics of the
sons of the church. They will follow the lamb wherever he goes
(Rev 14:4,5), because they were sanctified to God in their deeds,
their intentions, their hearts, their thoughts and their bodies.
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The church also remembers her in her hymns and songs, when we say
the introduction of the Creed in the liturgy. We also mention her
in the beginning of the intercessions, and praise her in the hymns
consecrated tc¢ magnify her as the "Theotokos"™ e.g. the bearer of
God=the mother of God. Again in some refrains and long hymns like

"Ty Shouri® (The Golden Censer), "“Shere Maria" (Hail to Mary) and
"Rejoice Mary”.

The church established seven feasts in her name. Besides, the 21st
of each Coptic month is celebrated as her feast.

There are also hymns in her name for everyday of the week. In the
month of Kiyahk the church celebrates every night to praise her and
ask for her intercession.

Worship in church is based on the relation of us believers with
the Saints, and Angels headed by the mother of God who are all
present with us in prayer. It is a relation of love, communion,
and unity in the body of Christ the Lord (The Church).

St. Mary is the pride of our race and through her, humanity has
known salvation and made peace with God. We therefore, do not
neglect her intercession and trust that her requests are granted
by her son Jesus Christ.

She constantly did and still does miracles to human beings everyday
and presents our needs to her son in confidence, belief, and a
motherfs love to her children. She does not only consider our
bodily needs (wedding of Galilee~John 2) but also gives importance
to our spiritual needs and secretly directs our hearts to follow
the Lord's commandments meticulously.
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CHURCH NEWS

1. The church celebrated the feast of St. Mary on.the 22nd of
August in the small church.

2. The church now prays the holy liturgy every Wednesday and Fri-
day at the small church 1426 Cameron Avenue from 8:00-9:30 a.m.

3. Due to the big success, the church club had achieved this
summer, it has been decided to continue the club during the
school year every Friday from 5-9 p.m. & Saturday morning.

4. The West Coast Coptic Youth Convention which was held at
Arrowhead Springs, CA., from August 13-17, 1990, was a great
success. It was blessed by his grace Bishop Moussa, ten
priests, and many youth leaders.

Two-hundred seventy-five (275) attended the convention. They

enjoyed the Christian fellowship, the Biblical and spiritual
studies, the discussions, the small groups, the quiet times,
the hymns, the sports, the arts and the entertainment. It was
a dream or a miracle performed in a Christian unity and love
among all the Coptic churches of the West Coast of America and

Canada for the first time. Some commentators said, "The most
important was to see for the first time all the churches of Los
Angeles working together working together in harmony." Many of
the youth declared that they confessed their sins for the first
time in their lives! Almost all the participants had communion
in the liturgy, many others promised to read the Bible on a

daily basis.

5. It was decided in the last priest's monthly meeting to make the
last Saturday in every month a spiritual day for the youth.
Of all the churches of Los Angeles as a follow-up of the Youth
Convention. The coming spiritual day will be held in St. Mark
Church on Saturday 29th of September 1990. It will start with
the holy liturgy from 8:00 a.m.

6. St. John English Youth Meeting every Saturday from 6:00-7:00
p.m. Vespers and Bible study at Sunflower school from 7:00-
7:30 p.m. the Ashiah, then from 7:30-8:30 spiritual lecture.

7. The Arabic Youth Meeting every Friday from 7:00-8:30 p.m.
followed by a meeting of the Sunday school teacher from 8:30-
9:30 p.m. (At the small church on Cameron Avenue.)

8. The deacons' meeting is held every Friday from 7:00-8:30 p.mn.
at 1426 Cameron Avenue.
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