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Church News

1- His Grace Bishop Rowes prays

the liturgy Sunday 4-21

2- H.G. Tadros prays the liturgy
Friday 4-26 and the vespers Sat-
urday May 4 7-9p.m.
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Rejoice for the Lord's Resurrection

"Christ is risen . . . He is risen indeed". This is the ancient Christian
salutation which we still use to express our great joy for the Lord's
resurrection. Salvation of mankind has been accomplished and the wrath
of God has been removed.

Jesus "was delivered for our offenses, and was raised again for our
justification" (Rom. 4:25).

The apostles who watched the events of the crucifixion and their
master's death, were drowned in deep sorrow and despair. But after three
days, their sorrow was overcome by overwhelming joy in the Lord's
resurrection. When the terrified disciples first heard the good news of
resurrection, they doubted and some of them did not believe. They forgot
the several declarations of their master before his crucifixion that " The
Son of Man will be betrayed to the chief priests and to the scribes, and they
will condemn Him to death, and deliver Him to the gentiles to mock and to
scourge and to crucify and the third day He will rise again (Matt. 20:17-
20).

"Jesus presented Himself alive after His suffering by many infallible
proofs, being seen by them during forty days and speaking of the things
pertaining to the kingdom of God" (Acts 1:3).

Christians rejoice in the resurrection of Christ for many reasons:

1. The resurrection has created and strengthened in the souls of mankind the faith
and hope in eternal life.
2. Christ's resurrection broke down the thorn of death, despair and hell.
3. The resurrection has overcome satan, our enemy and destroyed his power over
us.
4. He who raised up Himself from the dead, is able to raise us up from sin and
death.
. Through the resurrection, the Lord has reconciled us with God the Father.

W



6. By the resurrection, Jesus proved His divinity, and every believer can worship
Him with Thomas saying to Him: "My Lord and My God" (Jn. 20:28).

What does the Coptic Orthodox church present through the seven Sundays
after Easter?

The church presents her bridegroom, Jesus Christ, the living God, and all
the Gospel readings of this 50 day period, are chosen from the Gospel of St.
John.

1. The Easter Gospel: From St. John 20: 1-18, Christ is risen . . . He
is risen indeed.

2. The first Sunday, which is called Thomas Sunday, from St. John
20: 19-31. The assurance of resurrection, healing our doubts,
and living by faith, not by sight.

3. Second Sunday: Jn. 6:35-45, Jesus is the Bread of life.
4. Third Sunday: Jn. 4:1-43, Jesus is the Water of life.
5. Forth Sunday: Jn. 12: 35-50, Jesus Christ is the Light of life.
6. Fifth Sunday: Jn. 14: 1-11, Jesus is "the Way, the Truth and the
Life".
7. Sixth Sunday: Jn. 16: 23-33, Jesus sends the Holy Spirit to stay with us.

8. The seventh Sunday: Jn. 15: 26- 16:15, The feast of the Pentecost.
Jesus lives and dwells in us through the Holy Spirit, who sanctifies,
guides, fills, and reminds us of the Lord's commandments.




Short Story

~ AtMidnight T Saw My Savior

It happened that at midnight, that the words of the man they call
Jesus sounded within my ears until I could no longer attempt to sleep. I
immediately jumped out of bed and went in search of Jesus. He is the only
one who could answer my question. I traveled all over the city, but to no
success was my search. Just when I began to consider giving up my search,
his words resounded within my ears. My question needs to be answered, 1
felt as if I could no longer live without finding him and getting my
question answered. I ran through the streets like a mad man and I began to
ask myself, "Where would such a man as Jesus be sleeping?" I went to
every house belonging to wealthy owners, but He was not there. I ran to
the temple, but He was not there either. I finally gave up my search with
my heart flaming with curiosity to where He could be and what His answer
would be to my question. As I walked home, I noticed a fire far off in the
distance in the garden of Gathsemane. My heart beated faster and faster as
the hope of finally finding Him and my answer came back sending a
comforting warmth through my body. When I arrived at the garden I
found His disciples sleeping around a camp fire, but Jesus was not there,
although I felt His presence. I looked all around me, but saw no one. The
garden was full of trees making it very hard to see clearly, but with the
assistance of the moon light I walked in search of Jesus and as I walked I
felt His presence more and more as one feels when approaching fire. At
last I found Him standing in the midst of the garden, looking up to heaven
and as I approached He looked at me straight in the eye. I could not bare
to look at Him for long, for in His eyes I saw a great love. It was a feeling
very foreign to me, for this was not just any love that I saw in those divine
eyes, this was a love beyond what words can describe. I fell to the ground,
but He gave me His hand and assisted me up. My heart burned inside just
by His presence, but at the same time I felt a comfort never felt before.
My mind wandered here and there as I sat with Him in silence. Then I
asked myself, "how can it be that He who created everything and everyone
has no home, no bed, nor pillow to lay His head upon?" I didn't ask Him
about this, nor did my question ever come to mind that night. At day



break we were separated by the crowds that followed Him. The next day at
midnight after celebrating the passover with my household my yearming to
find Him and the answer to my question returned. I went out seeking Jesus
again at the mount of Olives, his disciples were sleeping once again. A
great joy came over me as I saw Him kneeling and looking up to heaven as
if He was praying. I walked towards Him, but before reaching Him, a man
came and kissed Him on the cheek. I stood and waited for them to finish,
for it appeared that a few words were exchanged between them, and all of
a sudden a great number of soldiers holding clubs, spears ,and lanterns,
came upon Him and bound His hands. One of His disciples ran towards
Him and quickly reached for a sword and cut off the ear of the one who
tied Jesus' hands. He said some words and then healed the mans ear, but
when they began to lead Him away, He turned His head and looked straight
at me through the crowd, and smiled. I immediately fell to the ground and
wept bitterly, for I knew that they took Him in order to kill Him. As I
cried I felt a great peace upon remembering His smile as they led him away
and suddenly the mystery within my question was revealed to me and I
finally understood what Jesus meant when He said, "And as Moses lifted up
the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. For God
so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever
believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life". I now
understood that Jesus spoke regarding what manner He would die and the
purpose of His death.

Two days passed since I last saw Jesus and I found the answer to my
question. But very early on the third day, which was the first day of the
week another saying of Jesus came to mind and in these sayings I found
true peace and rest for my soul, " Greater love has no one than this, than to
lay down one's life for his friends . . . Therefore you now have sorrow;
but I will see you again and your heart will rejoice, and your joy no one
will take from you . . . These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you
may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation; but be of good
cheer, I have overcome the world".



